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wae nearly a woek
aflor this elde hefore
1 conld decide upon
# nlgit favernble for
n vislt to e, Sgulres,
It 18 a poor burglae
who falls o mnke
earefitl propuritions before attempting

to enter o house, nnd long experiondo
Iy business has made me extremely
cautions, T ueser sudertnke & Ju\‘l with-
out due consideration of all details, A
sk thilef moy go aromud from honse
fo house in an alilesgs sort of mannee
and entee the fest one thut 18 not prop-
erly boreed, but not se with a pros
foessionul,

Johin nlways gent me off to exercise
the horvses on the few days whoen M,
Guoddapd dill not use them, and 1 em-
ployed these spare moments ta ae-
guaint myself with the surrounding
contitey. 1 passed D, Squires’ house
gevolil times fp the eonrse of the next
few dnys, examining the prewises with
# ¢riticnl eve

I found that the houka was locatoed
Enme baick from the main
highiway and that it was nearly con-
coalod from view by shade and frult
Tritis A small grove of woods hacked
up to it on une <ide nnd an open pos-
ture ficld bordered 1t on two other
glies  The easlost and safost approach
to it, 1 concelved, wis from the wood
Elde,

The honse itsell was an old fashioned
fint roofed mansion sadly in peed of
puint and genesal reppdvs, It was
gloomy enough to drive almost any-
body oway from ft after dusk, and 1
did not wotider that strange storles of
ghosts and spirits had been gossiped
around by the conntry people, 1£ 1 hind
been a superstitions person, 1 sghould
have scelocted the hotise as the lust one
to rob, It was probably this idea that
had infuenced the doctor in taking It
for his workshop., e was pretty safle
inassumiog thut nebody would disturb
bim in that lonely riofrsnt.

I obtatned legye 1o go to the city Do
Friday afternoon, and 1 told John not
to worry if 1 did not appear until the
following morninz. 1 had friends in
the city whe might detain me over
night.

Abait 4 o'clock 1 left the barn and
etartod presumably to walk to the elty,
John olfersl 1o drive me half way
down if 1T would wait until after sup-
per, but the afternoon was so fine I
proferred the walk,

Two mileg down the road T found
that I was perfectly concealed from
view of every house, and I quietly slip-
piesd over the fonece futo the woods, This
plece of woods | knew biacked up to
. Squives’ honse, 1 concealed the
Lundle, which T pretended that T want-
ed to take to the ety with me, taking
enovgzh tools from it lirst o guswer all
Y piresent purposes,

As 1 approwchoed the edge of the
woods I woved with great cantion, T
ald not Know How mauy servauts the
doctor had, shthough John had assured
mwe that be had only one, a copper col-
oreld Indian who wns more forelgn
looking than Lils mnster. Tuis servoant
never with anyhody else
and was either deaf sod dumb or uns
able 1o speak Enpglish,

He wus a sort of faithful watchdog,
I judzed, whom the doctor had bhe-
fricondisd and who wonld in conpe-
quence give up his life for him if nee-
essary. 1 hnd met such zealong man-
worvants before, and my experience
had ulways bheen that they e exeeed-
fugly troublesowe. 1 therelore used
extira prechution,

While yet some distance from the
honse T ellmbied up Into the lealy
Lrinches of oue of the large trece and,
pulling the follage to oue sidi, seanned
the Liomse jnteutly through o pale of
Blrong By their ald 1
could note evervthing that was going
on outslde the hovuse and eould nlmost
Bue obijects fnside the windows.

The only advantage 1 obtained from
this n elearer ldea of the most
vitlueralile palots of the house and ulso
the Wiy to cscupe from the promises In
the event of an alarm, I saw the gervs
unt go atoat s dutlies, and lnjer 1 se-
cuted my test ghimpse of the doetor.
He wias a dark besrded, thicksst, swell
proportiened man, and ene who wonld
prove a bold and powerful antagonist.
More than this [ cenld not say until 1
foupd mysell at closer guarters with
Lim,

I remnined In my trestop position
until well wfter dark, witching every-
thing that ccenrred around the house.
Then 1 descended to the ground, nte a
few pleces of cold meat dand biread,
drank o little wine and threw myself
on the dry leaves to sleep.  Thore was
vo danger of Leing discoverod In the
woods, and I necded the rest and sleep
to prepure uie for the night's wopk,

It wus shortly after mildnight when I
opened my eyes aguing Habit had made
it a second nature with me 1o awiuken
at this hour, and 1 had no fear of over
gleeping myself when 1 first closed my
eyes, 1 erawled throngh the undir
birush towurd the fence which divided
the doctor's land from the grove, and
then woited und listened, The honse
awas perfectly dark, aod everything
wis colm and peacefal,

I had thought of dogs, but had failed
to gee any around In the afternoon
through my glusses. However, to mnke
fure of it 1 hwituted the cry and sooar)
of a ent—a nolse that always brings
witchdogs away from thelr post of
duty. 1If the doge were inside the
house, 1 would find that out later. Biit
1 really saw no resson why dogs
should be kept on the plice,

Sutisfied that the coast was clear, 1
mnde my way toward the houre, keep.
ing waell 1o the shudow of the trees.
Then | wmnde a close examination of
the windows and doors, They were
locked with old faslioned eatches nnd
recnforeed with nnlls, 1 selocted the
doctor's study e the nluce leust likely
to bé eccupled, |

distonee

tssochited

tildislasses.

wus

Weobih ol Nabios wens Culattl ) touk B plece
of the gluss pane out, making an open-
ng large enough to insert the hand. 1
worked so curefully that the diamond
point searcely made any of the grating
noise =0 common when one operates
with cheap cutters, This one had been
made specially for me, and it was per-
fect In every detall,

As 1 took the plece of
deposited it on the floor of the plazza
I ligstened intently for a few moments
to see If my operntions had disturbed
anybody, Then I appled my enr to the
hole in the pane to cateh the brenthing
ol any wateldog,

Notlgtg could be heard of an alarme
Ing charncrer, and so 1 proceeded to
unfasten the window and to open it,

Now, lindd been i the elty or the
house b been o modern one, 1 should
nevoepe
window without searching for o bure-
glar alarm. but out in the country,
miles awny from nny nssistance aind

ginsg ont and

I sueh an antique houge, ©dlid not see |

the value of a burglar alarm and con-
sequently never once gave It considers
atlon.

I digcorered my mistnke In an in-
gtant, however, I had not ralsed the
window halfl an inch when there were
o ringing of bells and an electrie bora-
fug oll thronglh the house that mnade
weturn pile,  An amateur might have
thougbt that all the ghosts and gpivits
of the dead had suddenly come to life
azuln, bt T was too familiar with that
sound to be deceivod,

I was oft the pinzza in half a minute,
Quick as 1
light In the windows of the honse heat
me, The alarm had lighted every eloe-
tric light in the rooms, sl the old
mansion was in a brilllant bluze,

Even at this eritleal moment, when
all my faculties shoulid have been alert,
I maile another mistake. Instend of
secking safety in the woods as fast ns
my leca would carry me 1 walted to see
further developments.,
tor and his servant
search for me? 1 laughed softly io
myself at the ldea. Certainly they
eonld not expect assistance from an-
other houge Inside of hualf an hour,
Then whnt was the burglar alarm for?
To frighten robhers away; that was
all, T conehided.

But T changed my mind a mament
Inter when 1 heard the guick patter of
eteps that 1 knew did not belong to
buman  beings.  Two lLlack objeots

come out nnd

eame rmshing down the lawn from the |

tarn, and in the semidarkpness I made
ont two enormons Dane hounds.
object of the burglar alarm
acrass my mind in an instant,

The eleetric wire that bad started the
bells to ringing bad alse released the

watchdogs, and they were now upon |

e,

As if by Instinet they rushed upon
tlie pinzan, eateliing the scent alinost
immedintely. But in thet instant 1 had
turned and fled toward the woods, my
ouly plice o safety,  Conld 1 reaeh
the waooids nnd cliinb a tree before they
canght up to me?

This question fashed through my
mind, ot 1 conld not answer it 1l
ready henrd their feet beliind me, strik-
Ing the groimd with helivy patters os
they loped rapidly neross the intervens
ing space,

The blood seemed to rush to my hend,

and for an Instant [ thonght of death. |

I had never beon cornersd quite so
complotely bhafore, T gathersd up my
gtength for a tinnl effort and clearsi
the fenee with g bovund, but as T leapid
upwiard the forrmost Nune made a tres
metdons lope and cleaved the top rail
of the fence in line style,

We Loth nded on the othier gide, but
the force of the honnd's leap ecarried
him severil frer over my hend, He-
fore he could tarn upon me T had
cockod my revalver, and o= he made a
suvoge dive townrd me 1 exploded It
full in his face. The range wis so
shiort that the explosion must have
partly stunned him, for he ralled aver
and kicked a few tlmes and then lay
quite still

it T hiad no time to prepnre for the
second one, As If angered by the sight

He sprang upon me with @ gnorl,
of his dead mate he sprang upon me
with g snarl that T can remember to
this duy. The great red, foum Meckid
Jaws were close to my faceo, and 1
drew back with a helpless shudder, 1
could have wyelled In fear then If pro-
fessional pride hnd not ticd my tongue,
I bowed to recelve my fute, deter-
mined, however, to sell my |life dearly,

But before the white teeth conld
¢lose upon me I saw a flush of some.
thing over the hound's head; it seemed
to my dowed mind like a fork of light-
ming, It made o curve downwurd and
then disappesred, but it had left jix
mark beliind, 1 felt great spurts of
hot blood pouring from the Dane's
thront on my hands and fuee, while
thie brute rolled over with an angry
Erowl.

I ijnmped to my feet and saw facing
mwe, with the bloody knife Iin his hand,
Mr, Goddard. Per an ijustant I was
speechless nud almost helpless, but hig
warnlng volce brought me to m)
Ri[IRER,

“You have only o fow minutes to es-
cape, They nre comjng  Roal’

have thought of epening that 1

wug, however, a fash of |

Waonld the doe- |

The |
flashed |

| come

I heard footsteps on the lhwn back
of us, and, remembering the athletic
form of the doctor and his falthral
hodyguard, 1 obeyed the words of my
muster and burried from the spot, but
when I turned to look for my deliverer
I found that he had disappeared too,

CIHAPTER VI

% wansdaybrenk before
I recovered from my
fright, cleaned my
clothes of the blood
and dirt and returned
to my quarters I the
barn, John was not

up yet, nnd when he finally eame down

to the stalile T was buslly engaged In
grooming the horses. The experlence
of the night had left me a trifte pale
and agltated, for In all my experionce

1 had never been quite so near death's

door. But John's was an unsuspect-

Ing nature, aud 1 bad nothing to fear

from him,

“Yon're nn early hird to get back so
goon in the mornin')”" he sald, “an’
¥our work half done, too, before break-
fast."

“1 got a lift most of the way out,”
I answered, “1 caught a milk wagon
coming this way.”

“NYou're always lueky., Now, If that
had been me 'd tramped all the way
an' never met a soul unless it was
somebody to hold me up.”

“1told you up!™ 1 sald disdainfully,
“A man of your size and age afraid of
belng beld up by highwaymoen

YT never hove heen, but there are so

hmun_\' Imregliries goin’ on roun' here

that it mukes me feel erecprlike when
1'tn out on the road after dark.”

“I hndn't heard of many robbories,”
I replied; “none oxcept that of the
Btetson mansion the day befo'e Mr.
Goddard engaged me"”

“Well, yvou haven't heard evervthing
then, That wns the fifth or sixth in
four weeks, an' they have had four
more houses entered sinee then”

This wins genulne news to me, and 1
was interested,  Jolin continued:

“They are sllck ones, too, for they
never lewve any truce belind thiem

| Them detectives from the city don't

seem to be alile to do anything. They
must conie from the eity over night an'
get back aguin afore mornin'. But
they can't find auy of the stolen goods
—not in suv of the pawnshops. It's
a fine mystery to be whangin® over
the place. You can't tell which house
will be rahibed next, The serviants are
all talkin' ubout leavin', an® nobody
feels sufe, 1 ain't sayin' thut 'm jot
glid that I'm lvin® out here over the
barn instead of in the house. They
never botlhier the stables, an' 1 suppose
['m all right.”

“But you'd go to Mr. Goddord's as.
sistance If an alarm wus glven at
night ¥ I said.

“I ain't employed for that,” John re
plisd evasively, sLifting bhis eyes trony
ohject to objeet,  “1've zot o wife an'
elild to look after, an’ there ain't no
renson why 1 should get killed to suve
wy master o few dollurs.”

“No¥ Well, I go as soon as 1 fonnd
le was in trouble.”

“Well, you haven't anybody depend-
ent upon you," he answered,

“Thnt's true.” Then I added: *“You
g1y most of the houses around here
hiave bheen entered in the lnst month or
two, Has Mr, Goddard’s been rob
beg] 7

“No: his an' Dir, Sqnires’ are "bout
the only onss that haven't been rob
)"

“That's enriens 1 reflocted nloud,

“Not at all We capect the robl ers
any night here, an’ that's why the sery-
ants «all The rals
bBers wonldn't tuke the trouble to break
Into/ Ly, Squsees, fur thete ain't nothin®
inthat old ploce ke, He's too poor
to haye arsthing valaplide aronn',”

Breakfast at this  juneture  inter-
ruptedd Jdetin’'s telk, and we Lhad no
clhinnee to renew It that morning.  But
about noon the subject was recalled to
me rather foreibly by the appearance
of Mr. Goddurd,
and  dissatistied,

Th=earen o leave,

e came
smoking Jacket,

“Jolin, I've got to muke some change
here,"” he said. “My butler has he-
frightened over the riecent rob.
bLeries and won't stny, and the rest of
tho servants are up in arms too. They
all tulk of leaving, 1 must have some
manservant in the house who Isn't
afraid of every little sound and ready
to jump at ks own shadow. Now the
question is, Who shall 1 install there?”

He luoked significuntly from John to
e,

“1 huve a famlily to look nfter," John
begun to stammer, and as he spoke a
look of annovance swept across Mr,
Gaddard's fuce,

I did not let bim finish, for T knew
that he would only get himself into
deeper water hy displaying his coward-
lee, Asa good, faithful coachimnn and
kiudly husbund John wis a suceess,
bt a8 o wan of courage he was a totul
fullure,

"If you huve no objections, sir, |
would like to offer myself as one will-
Ing to Hve In the house and look after
things,” 1 sald modestly. *1 don't
think you will ind me afraid of any-
thing or nuybody that may attempt
to enter your house.

I' coulil not help noticing a pleased
expression on bis face, although nt
first 1 expected he would resent my
intrusion. 1 recilled the old, but some
times erroueous, sayviug that “there's
bonor even nmong thieves,” for in spite
of whut he Kiew about me lie wos will.
ing to trust me, There was certainly
& very pecullar relutionship springing
up between us,

“Thunk you, Willlam," he answered,
“The change will be agreeable to me.
You will huve quite a responsible po-
sition, and 1 will have to trust much
to your honesty and tact until this
burglar scare passes awany., It seols
strapge that the gaug of thleves can-
not he eanght. T would give consld.
ernble myself ng u reward just to hreak
them up, for they are making the life
of vur neighbors miserable out here,'

Do you think that there is a gang of
thew 7" 1 usked boldly.

“Cortain,y,* he said, without hesita-
tion. "How else conld the robberivs
bie committed with such suciess? Why,
huve you auy reuson to bulieve others
wise?"

He looked sharply at me, und my
eves wandered (rowm his as 1 unswered:

“No, except that 1 believe a gang
coild not operate as successfully as
one good skilled professional robler,
Where there are ton many one or more
will get into trouble sooner or later,

Ile looked trouliled |
Into the |
burn dressed in his ordinary morning |

and they will squeal upon the others.”

“That’'s very true, very true” he
sald refloctively. “1 had never thought
of that, and yot, yes, Jenkins, the de-
tective, came to that conclusion soine

time ago, but 1 seonted the jdea, May-'

be there Is more lu the (dea than 1
thought. 1 will think about it, and if
guch a man is really terrorizing the
neighborhond 1 should like to see him
captured, I belleve 1T will offer a re-
ward myself for his eapture.”

“It would be a good iden," T replied,
“for you would probably never have to
pay the reward.”

“Why not?"*

“Well, becanse & man sgharp enough
to evade detection all this time Is not
likely to be caught by somebody work-
fog to get a reward."

“That may be, but T shall offer the
reward at once. I'll make it a thou-
eand dollars for the man's eapture and
another thousand for his conviction.”

“That ought to ba sufficlent to tompt
any confederate to squeal and turn
state’'s evidence.”

“It might be, hut T shonld hate to
see the money go to a coufederute, for
it Is my private opinion that a man
who tells of his comiade In erime for a
reward (8 worse than the man who is
captured. He Is not only a eriminal
himeelf, but a coward and teaftor.”

Mr. Goddard’s eyes flached sharply
a8 he spoke, but I turned away with-
out further remuark. I knew for whose
benefit the words were spoken.  Did
he think for an instant that I wonld
turn traiter and claim the reward

| which he had offered for his own cap-

ture and conviction? And yot how cas-
iy 1 could do 1t? He hnd placed him-
self in my power, and now he seemel
to chullenge me upon my lounor to be-
tray him,

But, then, he had saved my Vife once,
and be undoubtedly knew human nas
ture well cnough to satisfy himselr
that there was no danger of my be
traying him.
a coup d'etat ln rescuing me frowm the
fangs of the savage Dane the night he.
fore. 1le could easlly have stood uside
and let the hound finish me, placing
me heyond all possibility of ever ufter-
ward annoying him, but his interfer
ence, conpled with my sudden chauge
of position which brought me daily in
to closer confuect with him, convinced
me that he wunted to use me for some
purpose,  Elther hie had some olfect
to attain through me or he wishiod to
make we lifs confelerate in order to
dispose of the goods he must have eol-
lected, for 1 had no doubt that the se
ricg of rohberies in the neighiborhood
had been committed by Lim.

What hi= Tirpose was [ felt enrlons
to know, and I looked forward to fu
ture developments with copsidegible
interest.

CHAPTER Y.
) FOUND my new posl
tlon mueh more to wmy
tnkte than the one 1
hnd heen serving in.
had eomplite comman
of all the silver and
valnables of the honse,
and it was a satisfacron to look ot all
this swenlth even though T bnd no right
In any of it. The curions clrenmstancen
thuit T should ever be placed as n gl
aver o much treasnre ampsed me and
Indhieed speenintions ln my mind aliout
ths vneertainties and inconsistencies
of life. A man of my profession munst

| uf necessity be something of 4 philos- |

oplior,  How else eonld he necept the
cantinmul risk of caprire and convic-

| tlon and stlones all gualms of fear and |

enguged on delicate
There dre ups

wlien
and dingerous Johs?

consehrnee

[ ] flowns in every life, 1 suppose, bit

none more sothan i that of the pro
Fesslonnl horglar,

The second day of my installation ns
hutler In the honse was marked by an
interesting  event, e, Bgulres amd
Miss Stetson both nppeared at lnnch.

This meeting was not premeditated
by my master. It was apparently
purely aceldental

Ahout noon the two visitors appeared
at the house on horseback, My s
ter did pot see thoem at ftest,. He was
smoking in s dressing room when
the clatter of borses” hoofs on the hard,
gravelly drive attracted his attention. 1
wns passing through the room at the
time, rewioving the remnants Jf a late
brienkfust,

“Who's that coming, Willlom?* he
ushkod,

1 wns nenr the window and, looking
out, roplied:

“Miss Stoteon, sir, and I think the|

mun they enll Dir, Sqnires.  Uve nover
met him, but from what John said I
Judge it 8" —

A sndden exelamation from my mus-
ter interrupted me, and 1 turned in
time to see hig fuce deathly pale. He
recovered bimself fmmediately, how-
evier.

“I'r. Squires nnd Misa Stetson, ym.ll

sy

“Yes, sir.,”

Then wirth admirable composure and
with great tact Lie snld:

O, yes; 1 forgot to tell you, Wil
liam, that they were coming here to
luneh today. Have a good luuck for
them at 2.

Then he burriedly changed his eoat
and appeared Iu the courtyurd fn time
to greet the guests. Through the open
doors I conld hear their voices,

"How do voun de, Cliarles?
for curly visitors?
were np yerr

It wasg the loud, graff voiep of the
doctor. Then a feminiue volee said
apulogetically, T thought:

“Good morning, Churles! I was out
riding this worniug with my man, and
we et D, Sgulres,  He inslsted that
we should come aronnd hore, 8o 1
consented provided bhe would promise
to muke you go off for a ride with us,"

“Yes, that was the ugrecwent, npd to
make my word good you wmust get
ready nnd go"

“Well, 1 hadno't thought of going out
this morning, but 1 wil accompany

Ready
I didu't belleve you

|
you if you will both ngree to come |

buick here and tuke lnuchs

“That's  the man  of business,"
laughed the doctor, “Ile exacts a fee
for everything he glyves, e won't even
ride with us, Miss Helle, unless we
gwenr to return and luneh with i
Well, a8 for my part 1 agree to it, for
Chirles always tempts me with his
good lunches.™

I could not hear the replies as they
moved into the parlor, but 1 knew
anongh to conviones me 1hot my mnstoer
Wius very seusitive sboul his Jealousy
of the doctor, und that not even to me
would he admit it

A few minutes later 1 suw them

He bhad in reality made |
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| goinge off together, Miss Statson riding
|8 fine roan, with the doctor mounted

™ -~
A = e . ‘k“
L —

“Good morning, Charles”
on a fiery, coal black steed on her right
and my master on her loft with his
fine white Arablan mare. It was n
spectacular sight to wateh them, know-
ing as 1 did something of their lives, 1
wondered wlhich she wounld select in
the end—the black or the white?
Promipily at 2 they returned, a little
| fatigued Ly the ride, but jovial and in
excellont spirita,

| When the doctor eame fnto the dining |

room; 1 serutinized him carefully, e
gave tne no particilar notice, and this
| left me to mascl! to examine biog My
| distant view throngh the heldglagses
| ad been pretty eorroct, bt on closer
exmmiation he reveuled the most dis-
tinet features of his face—his coal
bluek, briltinnt and restlpss eves, These
eyes never laughed, oot even when he
wus convulsed with merriment.  They
were alwaya cold, penetrating and, as 1
thought, sardenic, They seemed to
ropel and fascinate at once,  They eas-
ily dominated everything that came
| wnder thelr sway.
He was talkative and lvely to a de-
grren, forming the life of the party, but
the eyes that so gitraeted seldom took
notice of we.  An uncontrollible desire
| to have them centered on me for an in
stant to fathom their meaning selzed
e, To necomplish this 1 spilled some
of the salad dressiog on lils eont sleeve,
He turped a wrathfil look at me, and
I had one loue, steady gaze into those
exyes. So lntent was [ that 1 forgot to
Lie confused ot my mishoap,  The inel-
dent occupled only a minnte, but in
thut short space I' bad read the char-
acter of the nan,

“SWhat sort of servants Jdo you have

here, Charles?" he bhroke ont savagely |

when the dressing flteeed down from
| Iis cont slesve to the toor,

My master looked annoyed and quick-
Iy npologized,

“He 18 0 new man, doctor, and you

must overlook this aecddent.”
| The conversation fowed on freely
arter that, sud the wishap was soon
| forEotten,
| Whem the wine and cigurs  were

bironght, they retived to an open bal-
Lenny just off the dining room. Through
| the open window 1 could still hear
their talk.  Most of it was of little
consequence to me, bat tinally the
words of the doctor made me prick up
my ears

“By the way, Charles, you spoke of a
*riend of vours having a ecouple of
Inupe hounids for sale. Can I secure
them lor a uotminal price?”

“Yos, [ can ger thoem and make you
a present of them, ut why do you
wint two more? You have two of the
| inest Danes 1 ever saw.”

“Nao. I haven't any.”

“Iaven't any? elaculated botl my

mustor anid Miss Stetson,

“Nog they ave both dead,” replied the

doctor slawly,

“Why, lLow s that?

them "
| *They simply died. My man over-
| fed them, | oimagine, and they both
died vesterday of convulsious,”

“Tlow strange!”

“No, not steange at all, 1 told my
| man that he wonld kil them it be fed
| them too freely while they got no ex-
| erclye,”

j “You don't think be poisoned (hem?"
| asked Miss Stetson,
| "No, cortainly not.
when they were sick and cut opin their

Lodies afterward, There wos no sign

of poison iu thelr stomachs.*

Then bio made arenngements with my
| miaster to secure the two hounds frow
hig friend.

I did not listen to the deseriptions of
the new hounids or to the termg of the
ngreciient. My mind was more con.
corned
concealing the attempted roblery of
lis house, Why did he He gbout the
| denth of the two Danes and why did
e pot report the fuets of the case to
the police? These were guestions that
I conld not dismlse from my wind, al-
| thongh I tried to be convinced that it
| was nutural for such & man as Dr,
Ranires to hush up anything llke a sen-
#atlon, It would only attract people
to his workshop, which he wanted to
keep quiet und exclusive,

What killed

CHAI'TER VITL

at my master's honso
wore not us frequent
as I could wish for my
purpose, but this did

gue that they did not
On the contrary, 1 found
hud nlmost duily

meet @lten,
that Mp, Goddard

nnd that the Intter was suhjecting him
to a course of treatment for the mys-
terions digegse that had been inherited
from pust gencrations,  Curiosity to
know what this complaint was and

its cure possessed e, nnd (like my
ather fits of inquisitiveness) 1 deter-
mined to satlsfy It upon the first pos-
sible ocension,

About a week after the occurrence
just rolated T was enlled lnto my wins-
ter's roomm.
his bed, and I knew by the pallor of
his face that he was not as well ns
usunl

“Willlam, T want you to take a note '

or me arosind to D, Squires. 1 ecan-
not keep my appointment with him
this morning.™

“You, sir," 1 sald, walting for him to
glve me furthier fnstructions.

He cloged his eyves for & moment as
if wineing from some seeret paln,

“1 do pot feel like writing,” he sald
a momont Inter, “Youn con take a vers

bal mpessiagee, WD oin't you ™

T attended them |

about the doctor's reason for |

“Cortalnly. 1 wlill repent it word for
word."”

“Well, T believe you are to Lie trost-
ed. I have talen n great faney to you,
My other man I never felt that 1 conld
trust, and, if he had been honest, be
was nlways go stupid that he would
get everything mixed up, But I think
you are gifted wilh more than ordi-
nary intelligencs.”

I simply bowed my head and made
no comment.

“And as modest as Intelligent,” he
ndded, with a faint sign of a smile,
“Rome day maybe you can help me in
a higher way than nt prosent.”

“I ghoyld be delighted to do anything
for you, eir,” I answered sincerely.
“You avill find me faithful enough to
trust with aopything-secrets or any-
thing."”

e looked long and {nquisitively at
me and then said, with the most im-
perturbable smile on hig face:

“Ijo you kiow that 4 sometimes
fancy I've scen your face somewhere
before—that s, before you came into
my employmont.”

1 knew that this was a test question,
| and I answered it accordingly:

“Probably. We often meet faces by
| ehance in the world and forget them

until reminded of them by sowe later
tocident.”
“Yes, true. You're quite a philoso-

| phier, too, Willlam,”

“Iinough to aceept Wfe am it comes
withont a demur,” 1 answered.

“Well, that is more than ¥ can do
gometimes. Put to return to business.
Xon know that T have appointments
mwith D, 8guirea uecarly every day.
MWell, this is one of thie moroings, and

I do not fecl energetie enough to keep
ft. Go and tell him that k eannot come
bLiefore tomorrow. If Le gends auy an-
gwer back, remember it and tell me.
Dhat's all”

He dropped his hend bmek opon the
pillows and closed his eyes. I with-
trew as quietly as 1 could.

I took one of the horses from the sta.
ble which John snid needed exercise,
|nnd 1 cuotered slowly down the rond
Iloward the dertor's house. As | ap-
prosched it P looked with Interest at
various obijects that had become Indel-
"tbly fmypressed npon my memory from
the expericner of that eventful nizht
svhen I attewpted to entor the house,
I bad by no means given up all idea of
exploriug the interior of the haunted
tiouse, but was moerely postponing tihe
eecond trinl for & more opportune time,
Mranwhile everything ahout the prem-
Igea assunmed sowe speciil lmportance
to me.

1 wished very much fo gee the inte-
rior of the house In the daytime, and
(T determined to force an entrance at
nll bazarde in delivering my messago
(80 the doctor. 1 feared the doctor
would come outside on the plazza or
|that his servant miglit insist upon tak-
ing the mesgige In to the doctor. To
avold thig, If possible, 1 stopped some
di=tance from the place, litebed my
Illnr&e to a tree and appronched the
(house ou foot. keeping well in the
' shadow of trees amd shrubberies to
prevent anvbody seeing me,
| 1 suceeeded su well o tuls ruse that
I reachied the pinzza without being dis-
covered, The bLell, which 1 rang, ecli-
oed thronghout the gloomy interior of
the house so discorduntly that it made
lone thiok of ghosts and depurted spir-
fts. 1 seemed to bear the scurry of
| footsteps, ns (f the Lell had given the
alarm to lnpumerable rats aud mice,
but a moment loter I was satlstied
that the upoise was made by Luman
I feet.
| The doctor's servant—a durk, dried
up gpecimen of a mumny from Indiog—
glided toward the door, making the
ecuflling noise with his sandals. The
man's eses were gmall aod beadlike,
vnd bis arws and fingers wore long nnd
bong, but they were nevertheless
gtrong and active, e shuilled to-
ward the door with an anxions look
on his face. He was evidently dis-
|turbed by the thought that somebody
bad approsched the house sithout at-
trecting his attention,

He refused to open the door more
than o foot and stvod tlere making a
|guttural souad as it trylog to ask my
| errand,

*1 have p message for Dr. Bquires,"
I sald

Hu stuck out a loog, bony band as it |

nek:

“Wheo I8 it that Charles hag sent?”

I stepped to the doorway and replicod:

“I'm his butler, but this copper col-
ored servant of yours refused to ad-
wit me, I hnd to force myself (n.'”

The gervant started around as if to
clutch me by the throat, and the doe-
tor mmothered an exelumation that
sonnded very much ke an oath.

“What business bnve you to foree
yourself Into anybody’s bouse? he de-
wanded in a rough volea,

“None whatever except that 1 had a
messige for you, and this Tndlan

—_—

GEORGE ELIOT'S FACE

fald to Inve Been a Combination of
Dante and Fevomarochn,

A close friend of George FEliot's,
writlng of ler personal asppearance,
ralil:

“She whe not, ns the world In gen-
ernl I8 nware, o Landsome or even o
personable  woman,  Her face woa
long; the eyes not large or beantiful
In color—they were, [ think, of & gray-
Ish biue; the halr, which she wore in
old fashdoned braids, eoming low down

;\'oulun't let me In,"” I answered quick-
¥
“Well, it's his business to keop stran-
gers out,. Those are my Instructions.”

“Then he was right, and 1 was
tvrong,' T eald, “and if that's the cuse
I'll withdraw."”

1 turned my back on tha two and
starled for e door, but the words of

| formed,

on either stda of her face, of a pathor
light brown. It wns streaked with
gray when Inst T saw ber. [or fignre
wins of mlddle helght, lurge boned and
powerful. Lewes often said thet wha
fnhorite] from her peammnt apcestors
& frime nand constitotion origtaally
vory robust.  Her hend was finely
with a poble and we!l bal-
anced arch from hrow to crown. The
lips and mouth posseswd u power of
Infinitely varied expression,

"feorge Tewes onece sald to me,
when [ made some oliservation to the
effeet thut soe had a sweet face (I
mernt that the fuce cxpriswed groat
fwectness): ‘You might say what a
sweot hundred foees! T ok at hep
saetimes in amuazernent, [er coun-
tenance I8 constantly changing.'

“The sald lips and month wers dis-
tinetly senswoud In form and ()liness,

| 8he hng heen compnred to the portraits

of Suvonarola (who was frtghtful) and
of Tinnte (who, thowgh stery and hitter
looking, waos hendsome),  Fomething
there was of Loth faces In George

“iFhat bhusiness have o to foree your-

Eliot's physlognomy

“T.ewes told us in ber presence of the
excliimation uttered suddeniy by some
oue to whom she was pointed out at a
place of prolle entertainment, ‘That,’
enld a hystander, 45 Ceorge Eliot' The
gentleman to whom she was thas Tl
ecatedl gave one wwift, searctiag lonk

sclf into anybody's house"!

the doctor ealled me buck.
perfectly recovered himself and real-
fzed thiat he was muking too much
fuss with 8 servant over a trivial wat-
ter.

gald pleasantly, “Your sudden entrance
annoyed e, that's all. What Is the
messpge that your mastor gends?”

He looked @t me through a palr of
eyeglasses, his dark, searchiug eves
takitg in every part of oe, and for
the first time in my lfe I felt uncorns
fortable nnder cloge seruting,

“"Let mie see, You are the man who
gptiled the salad dressiug over ine, |
aren't yon?"

He laughed heartily, as if the inci-
dent amsed him,

“Well, well, this 18 the second time
you have given me offense,” e added
tinally, “Look out for the third time.
I might not let vou off so easily."”

I made the delivery of the message |
as long as possible, for while he was |
studying me to no particulur purpose I
was critically examining everything
for a definite end. |

When 1 finally left, T had n pretty
clear Improession of most of the articles
fu the root. It was decorated and
furnished In true oriental styls, Skins
and rugs were seattered over the floor;
teakwood cabinets and desks, londed
down with mininture elephants of the
enme womd, were standing o corners
and in the middle of the office; sandal-
wood ornaments, pescock  fenthors

miide Into exquisite funs, Bogdnd curs |

tuins aud couches, Benares broonzes
and spears and slhields were plaeod In
various nooks aud corvers to give the
effect of ao eastern sorne. A red glow
from a lamp suspeided from the ceon.
ter of the ceeiling wust huave added
greatly to the prettiness of the rovm
at nighttime,

Bur i the midst of the orfental furni.
ture and Lrica-brae wore muny mod-
ern articles, which gave an lucongru-
ous cffoet to the room,. Grinning skulls
stoond alnneside of disentombed Lgyp-
fian muwmics; a stethoseope wus lying
next to 4 Spear bead that must have
been wiclded Ly sowe Iodian prince
of long ago; medleal bouks and imple-
ments were piled promisenmisly npon
band earved tauourets of wonderrul
workninn&lip. In short, the rodm was
o typivil eriental seene, overlaid and
topped by the necessury articles of a

| modern practicing pliysiclin,

to tnke tho letter wnieh he =upposed 1/
had. At least he eonld Lear and was
familinr with the English lnnguage., 1
aigo helleyve that he could spenk nnd
that his dumbness was merely pretend. |
e, Bt there is gs way lo make a|
man speih M he doesn’t want to, or at
| lenst not under ordinary circumstances,
in a eivilized country,

"It is not a letter,” 1 added as he
held out bis band for some time, *1
Lave a message to deliver—a verbal
i essg e,

e shook his head and withdrew his |
hand,

“Let me in, and tell the doctor 1
wiant to koe him,"

Agnin Le shiook his head and made
an nnrtleulote gattueal sound.

I wns getting imputient ut the delny
and the man’s stitbbornness, Placing

HE visits of Dr, 8qnirea |

nnt by any means ar- |

weetings with the doctor in his ollles |

what Dr. Sguires wns preseribing for |

He bad not yet risen from |

a foot in the ernck of the door, 1 held
it so that he could not slim it in my
fiee,

“1 toll you 1 have a message from
Mr. Goddard, and T mnust see the dooe.
tor,” 1 sald in declded tones. *“Will
you let we o or wiust T force myself
in?¥"*

I conld see that the man wius in a
quandary. He wanted me to stand
outside while he went and told the
doctor, but 1 had no intention of re-
tiring. He motioned for me to remove
my foot, but I answered hiw blaudly:

“Not until T see Dr. Squires. You
may a8 well go first as lagt and tell
him that Mr. Goddard bhas sent a mes-
senger to see him,"

Gradunlly the wrathful, beady eyes
shifted from me to a seat In the hall.
He was evidently deliberating upon
the best step to take, and I could sce
the lue of Lis reasoning.

“Iet me stand In the ball until you
go and cull him,"” ¥ mafd, “or I will take
that sent there and wait,"

This tlme my propositdon wns ne-
copted.  The miun shook bis hend af.
firmutively, pointed to the chair and
then eautiously opened the door, 1
stepped o and mpde a move to tnke
the seat, but | had oo Intention of stay.
lng In the bhall after once gaining an
entranee,  When the man turned his
back upon we, 1 quletly followed bim
to the doctur's oflice. e mode sowe
glgns Lo somwebody o the room, and 1
heard the gruf® words of the doctor

The whole effeet was Interesting
from one puoint of vlew, but fur ma
thiere was Lttle that 1 cared abiout, 1
conld discover nothing that would give
me a clew to the doctor's mysterions
work,
stond why so twieh cars should bhe ex-
ercised in keeping iutruders out or
why the servant wus so inslstent that
I shonld nor enter hs miaster's otfice,

But wy failure to make any discovery |

Intensified rather thau Jessened my de-

| ®ire to fathom the mystery which Dr. |

Bquires had chosen.to surround him-
gelf with, and as I rode homeward my
mind wus busy planuing some way of
cirecnmventing bim and
sluve,
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MANISFESTLY UNIFPAIR,

The world weclylme necessiLy
I'he mother ol inyention
The hard-worked father, where Is ha?
ghould he vt gel some mention?

~Philadelphia Press.
——— S
DROPPED WITH A MOGNE.
A dog in the 1town of Cologne
Abeent-nmiindedly #napped ar & bogna,
ot 1l gulded brule
Find st grabibiod his pwn
Ho the bhone that he suapped

mi
rl'l'l

wiue Nis
o

=hiludephin 1'ross,

| and exclalmed,
He had |

Furthermore, 1 could not nuder- |

Lis orieutal |

koito voer, ‘Danto's
aunt”  Lewes thought this bappy, and
he recogntzed the kind of Hkepess that
wud meant to the grent etnger of the
Divine Comedy. She herself playtuolly

| disclilined any resemblanee to Ravona.
“Come, come, don't get huffy,” he |

rola, But, althongh such pesemblance
was vory distaut-—-Savonsroki’'s pocul-
larly unbulnced countenance being a
gtrang carfesture of bers—somue e
ness there was*

DAIRY NOTES,

Clover Is better than timothy for

cOws,
Noegularity In feeding and milking Ia

| Important,

To get anll of the botrer the eream
musd bo uniformly ripened.

In milking sqweeze the teats just
hard enough to get the milk.

Cows that are good pradacers of
rich miTk must be good consumens,

In order to mecure rich milk start
with a rich cow and feed ber rich
foods.

In small quantiiies cottooseed meal

‘18 n good fecd, bwt In excesa 1t In-

jures the buotter.

Kirking a cow that ia lying dosn
may make her gel wp more guickly,
bt it will pet indoee her to give any
more m!’

If rock =ult s kopt in the yard where
the vows cim Ik it every day, thers
no innaer that they will got too
much at onre.

Cine of the most Inmportant eondi-
tions of chwrning s the temperatare of
the cream. Xo guess shoutd be allowed,
but a yood thermoineter weed,

Judge Devis® W

The late Noab Luiwis, jnsfice of the
supremoe comt of New York, was one
of many Judges aud lawyers wlo
wmake the courtreom the scene of some
of our best wit and humor. The New
York Comumercial Advertiser gives
some fllustrations.

Oaoce a lawyer objocted to a witness,
but JFudge Dawis refused to suetaln
him. The lawyer ered, "But, your
honor, I mbmit"—~ Aund here he broke
off.
“That's right,” sald the Widge gnick-

ly; “always subsaft. Creler, adjosrn

court!”

In one ease over whicrh he presiied
there were fifte-five distinct offanses
and four couunts on each offense, 240 .la

| all,

*A¥ali,"” sald Fodge Davie, “these are
more couats than in & German princis
pality.”

1=

Seslleped Baoanaes.

Panapes 51 guod coough o thetr o
dinary shnpikclyy, bot some persons
there ure who ke bannoss mgde into
0 soet of seullop In this ey Out half
a dozen bannnas Into helf Twh altces.
Cut soue breud into suald pleces and
phice a luyer of these o the boftom of
A podding dish. Add s lger of ba-
namms, two tublespoousiils of sugar
and ove tableapoondwl of lemon, Jukee.
Repeat these lnyers unfif ald have been
usrd, baving bread gs the Wopmost,
FPut owver the top a tablespoonful of
melted butter and aprinkle dghtly with
pugar. Hake half an bour In a Quick
oven.

forety Molars.

Dentist—Well bow do the new teeth
work? Everything satsfactory?

Putient—Not exacily, They seem to
cut the others,

Dentist— Naturally, They don't bes
long to the sswe set, you know.—Chi-
cago Nows,

The Thing That Pussled the Patieav,

“You way be thankfl for your ex-
cellent constitution. It has pulled you
throngh many a spetl of sickness.”

“Rut, doctor, If 1 Lnve such a blamed®
strong constRution why am | always
gotting slek 7'—Chicage Tribune

Her Weddings.
Mre. Dearborn- Was your wedding
in June?
Mrs. Wabash — Yes; three of thems
were.—Yonkers Statesman.,

AOONn AR HIS WORD.

Mortitied Bridegroom—Yeou told ma vour
futher 8 wedding present would be a checke
for (onr NEure:

Hiughing Bride—\Well, sn't
figures!—Chitago Tribune,

$11.30 four
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sl looking admiring.
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